
Desmōtēs 
 
Video link: https://youtu.be/2oV8ZTSqQfY 
 
Description of performance as presented on 7 September 2017 at the Bank of 
Cyprus Cultural Foundation (BoCCF): 
 
Desmōtēs is a music and dance performance inspired by the archaeological 
collections of the Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation. During the 
performance, a video art animation based on geometrical motifs from the 
BoCCF’s collections is projected on the set and directly on the dancer’s 
massive dress. This provides a visual interpretation of the musicians’ sounds, 
combined with pre-recorded material, and serves as an extension of the 
dancer’s gestural palette. 
 
The performance’s themes draw upon Cypriot folklore and Greek mythology, 
exploring the idea of confinement as obstacle, punishment, sacrifice and 
means of redemption. As implied by the title, this includes myths about 
prisoners such as the sacrifice of Prometheus, the immuration of Antigone 
and the captivity of Persephone. 
 
 

Music composition and artistic direction: Andreas Papapetrou 
Choreography and dance: Elisabeth Schilling 
Set and costume design: Rea Olympiou 
Video Art: Christos Symeonides 
 
Musicians: 
Pavlina Constantopoulou (vocals) 
Maria Yerosimou (harp) 
Maria Kramvi (percussion) 
Andreas Papapetrou (electronics) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  



  



 
  



Artists’ biographies and website links: 

 
Andreas Papapetrou is a composer, performer and 
music teacher. He holds a PhD in Composition from 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance. His 
compositional output includes works in various 
different genres, ranging from solo to full symphonic 
orchestra works. He is a classically trained pianist 
and accordionist, specialised in contemporary music works, cross-arts 
performance and improvisation. His research interests focus on exploring 
music primarily as the social activity of performance. His recent works 
include commissions by the Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation and the 
Colourscape Music Festival. More information www.andreaspapapetrou.com 
 
  
 
Elisabeth Schilling is a dancer and dance maker. 
Having studied in Frankfurt as well as London, 
Elisabeth has performed for more than 30 
choreographers and companies in international 
productions such as Scottish Dance Theatre, Clod 
Ensemble and Sasha Waltz (restaged repertoire). 
Her own work has been performed in various theatres and galleries across 
Europe. She has most recently choreographed for Tate Live Festival, Tate 
Modern London. One of her works (in collaboration with Benjamin Kummer) 
is currently on display at the Saatchi Gallery in London. More information: 
www.elisabethschilling.com 

 
 
  



Christos Symeonides developed a keen interest in 
visual arts and stage design from an early age. 
Graduating from the Athens School of Fine Arts in 
2015, he has participated in several exhibitions and 
various artistic projects in Athens and regularly 
practices scenography for independent theatrical 
productions. His artistic work is characterised by the use of photography and 
multimedia, with a focus on matters of memory and identity. His recent 
collaborations include Harry Patramanis (director) Konstantinos Ntellas 
(theatre director) and Coti K (musician). More information: 
www.christossymeonides.com 
 
Rea Olympiou is a costume and set designer. She 
has studied scenography at Central School of 
Speech and Drama, interior design at Frederick 
University, costume and set design at Central Saint 
Martins College and contemporary dance at Trinity 
Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance. She has 
designed sets and costumes for various theatrical productions by ThOC, 
Satyriko and Paravan Proactions among others. A more detailed list can be 
found here: thoc.org.cy/production-contact/rea-olympioy,16895,3138,el 
 
Pavlina Konstantopoulou is a musicologist, 
songwriter, performer and music teacher. She 
studied musicology at the University of Athens. She 
is involved in several music groups and artistic 
projects in Greece and Cyprus and has performed in 
various international festivals across Europe. She 
currently directs and performs with Eidekanou polyphonic ensemble and The 
Handmade Band. She also performs as a soloist and has participated as a 
recording artist in 11 albums. More information: 
cymic.org.cy/easyconsole.cfm/page/c_profileviewer/c_id/67/lang/en 



 
Basic technical requirements 

 
- Complete PA System (microphones, loudspeakers, monitors, mixing 

desk, accessories, wires etc.) to cover 4 musicians (of which one is off 
stage). This can be stereo or adapted to quad, depending on the venue. 

- Lighting coverage consisted of lighting control console and LED lights. 
We need at least 4, i.e. 3 placed behind the musicians, 1 aimed at the 
centre of the stage, all dimmable, warm white colour. 

- Projector (at least 6500 lumens, ideally HD).  
- Stage props to tie the dress to: A simple rectangular frame placed 

standing at the centre of the stage – the large wide veil will be fixed on 
this – and vertical poles/rods on which the long thinner veils will be tied. 

- Lighting technician and sound technician (incl. cost of labour).  
- Availability of all equipment, technicians and venue for previous day 

dress rehearsal. 
 
Additional requirements 

 
- Artists’ fees. 
- Payment of travel and accommodation expenses for performers. 
- Musical instrument rental. 
- Any adjustments or additions to the dress and its veils will be included in 

the costume designer’s fee. These are optional and depend on the 
venue’s requirements. 

- Rehearsal space availability (optional). 
- Publicity plan and advertisement for performance. 
 
  



The basic requirements must be covered by the host. Our additional 
requirements are flexible. They can be adapted depending on the location of 
the venue and the performers’ availability. Once we reach an agreement on 
the project’s specifics, such as instrumentation, rehearsal space, venue 
availability etc., we can produce a detailed budget estimation. If you are 
interested in hosting this performance please contact me at 
andreaspapapetrou@gmail.com 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Andreas Papapetrou 


